
The new Intensive Care Unit is part of 
the development control Masterplan 
of Blackrock Hospital. The 12-bed ICU 
is designed using the latest evidence 
based design (EBD) research and built to 
a world-class standard. The unit includes 
two isolation cubicles for infectious or 
immune-compromised patients. These 
cubicles are protected by pressurised 
lobbies, which ensure their isolation from 
the surrounding environment.

The plan of the facility is simple by design: 
A central spine of core support facilities 
is flanked by two rows of six very large 
treatment cubicles. The backup areas such 
as visitors’ room, staff accommodation and 
stores are contained in the space where 
the original ICU was located.

The ICU is designed to have a very high 
level of daylight, which we know from EBD 
is important in the recovery of seriously ill 
patients, keeping them aware of cycliadian 

rhythms even whilst under anaesthesia.
The cubicles feature a very high level of 
transparency to ensure that visual contact 
is retained throughout the facility between 
staff, so that they can quickly become 
aware if a colleague needs help in an 
emergency.

The external expression of the extension 
ties in with the grey granite cladding and 
flush natural anodised aluminium curtain 
walling system used throughout previous 
developments by STW on the east side of 
the hospital which include: A new central 
sterilisation department; a new state of the 
art “hybrid theatre”; a new Catherisation 
Lab for performing cardiac procedures such 
as the inserting stents.

The ICU has a wonderful sense of space 
and light that marks it out as having a 
special design. The large sliding doors are 
fitted with electrostatic coating which, at 
the flick of a switch, allows staff choose 

privacy for patients and visitors or be 
left clear for general use. The interior 
design uses a restrained pallet of colours 
emphasising the theme of transparency 
and cleanliness. 

The delivery of this project was all the 
more remarkable given its location 
abutting the old ICU that was fully 
occupied throughout the build process. A 
phased occupation, completely focussed 
on patient safety, allowed the new facility 
to emerge from the old one in a series of 
carefully orchestrated steps.

The contractors involved, particularly Walls 
Construction and Winthrop Engineering, 
worked very closely with the STW design 
team and the hospital to deliver a “snag 
free” completion, and the hour-by-hour 
coordination necessary to make sure 
patients were prioritised and staff 
training in the use of the new facility was 
completed in a highly managed process.
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1/3. The new ICU unit at 
Blackrock Hospital is designed 
to have high levels of daylight 
to aid patient recovery 
2. Large sliding doors 
separate treatment areas
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KITCHEN FOR A NEW EPOCH

Composing is an art – and that also applies to interior design. With this in mind, SieMatic cooperates with renowned 

international designers to develop room planning concepts for the style collection Classic, whose options go far beyond traditional kitchen 

planning and offer broad latitude for interpretation. These concepts make it possible to play with styles and to utilize seemingly 

contradictory design elements to compose a harmonious whole, to the delight of all who seek to elegantly combine the old values and 

the new. And those whose demanding sense of aestheticsdoes not fit into classic “pigeonholes.” 

Get to know the world of SieMatic Classic, and discover the most beautiful furnishing style for the kitchen: your own. 

Let yourself be inspired anew: www.siematic.com

Go with the times

CL A SSIC, IN A NEW COMPOSITION
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