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State mandates new agreement with private hospitals
 By Valerie Ryan   23rd July 2020

Talks between the various State parties to an agreement with private
hospitals are ongoing

The Health Service Executive (HSE) is seeking to �nalise a new agreement with
the private hospital sector on acute hospital capacity for this coming winter with
three aspects to it, according to CEO Paul Reid.

How the HSE is to deal with �rstly, a potential surge; secondly, time-dependent
surgery that needed to be addressed and, thirdly, some of the challenges for
elective care.

The new Government has mandated the HSE to negotiate a new agreement with
the private hospitals sector.

Separately, the new arrangements aim to provide access to private hospital
services to address HSE priority needs in providing essential ongoing care arising
from the enduring impact of Covid-19 on the overall public system capacity due to
the need to reduce occupancy rates, and ensure safe distancing.

At present, talks are ongoing as agreed by the Government, between the HSE, the
National Treatment Purchase Fund and Departments of Health and Public
Expenditure.

The last Government decided that the three-month framework agreement with the
private hospitals should be terminated on June 30, in line with the Heads of
Terms.

Activity in the private hospitals from April to June this year, had seen 13,000
inpatient discharges from the private hospitals in excess of 53,000 day cases;
more than 85,000 people attended for diagnostics and 52,000 for outpatients,
according to Chief Operations O�cer at the HSE, Anne O’Connor.
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Prescribing Information
TRELEGY▼ Ellipta OD is indicated for maintenance treatment in adult patients with moderate-to-severe chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) who are not adequately treated by a combination of an ICS and a LABA,
or a combination of a LAMA and a LABA1

ICS, inhaled corticosteroid; LABA, long-acting ß2-agonist; LAMA, long-acting muscarinic antagonist; OD, once daily

© 2019 GSK Group of Companies or its licensor
Trademarks are the property of their respective owners
TRELEGY Ellipta was developed in collaboration with

▼This medicinal product is subject to additional monitoring. This will allow quick identification of new safety information.
Healthcare professionals are asked to report any suspected adverse reactions

Adverse events should be reported to the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) using an Adverse Reaction Report Form obtained either
from the HPRA or electronically via the website at www.hpra.ie. Adverse reactions can also be reported to the HPRA by calling: (01) 6764971.
Adverse events should also be reported to GlaxoSmithKline on 1800 244 255.

References: 1. TRELEGY Ellipta SmPC, 2018. 2. Lipson DA et al. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2017; 196:438–446. 3. Lipson
DA et al. N Engl J Med 2018; 378:1671–1680.
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Irish Medical Times spoke to one Dublin private hospital, which was resuming
services following termination of the previous capacity agreement.

Ms Margaret O’Donnell, the Medical Director of Blackrock Clinic, said: “Volumes
are nearly back to normal at the hospital after starting back more slowly.” The
capacity provided at the Blackrock Clinic in Dublin was slightly different from
some of the other private hospitals as it was requested at the start of the Covid-19
crisis to be a surgical hospital for urgent cancer and cardiac care.

Throughout the three months, the facility had been admitting patients from St
James’s, St Vincent’s, Tallaght, Beaumont and Holles Street hospitals with some
of the surgeons from the base hospitals operating there. Follow-up on cases was
carried out through multidiscipinary teams at the base hospitals.

“We have been busy throughout the whole process dealing with patients from the
public hospitals,” said Ms O’Donnell.

Blackrock Clinic staff were now resuming services and were now going ahead
with their lists. The protocols had been working well so they had an improved
system in place.

“There have been a lot of joint replacements not seen as urgent so as the balance
shifts, and people are in pain, the need for surgery is still there.

“The throughput will be less because of protocols and there are extra precautions.
We won’t get as many cases done. We will have reduced capacity, and a time lag
between patients,” she added.

It was anticipated there would be a backlog, and for certain patients who may be
immunologically compromised it would be best to defer surgery.

During the crisis, the Emergency Department had not been functioning as normal
and was used as the pre-assessment area, but would now be reverting back to
emergency work.

Ms O’Donnell stressed the need to be conscious that Covid-19 was “still out there”.
Blackrock Clinic would continue using infection control and prevention (ICP)
processes with an emphasis on scheduling, ICP measures and pre-assessment
protocols to protect staff and patients.
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